
By Rebecca Dalton

Less than fi ve years ago, the Air 
Force Association’s CyberPatriot 
National Youth Cyber Education 
Program was merely a brainstorm, 

a concept to help AFA make its mark on 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics education in America. To-
day, owing to the visionary leadership 
of AFA’s Board of Directors, generous 
sponsors including the Northrop Grum-
man Foundation, and the hard work of 
AFA staff and volunteers, the program 
is a multicomponent education tool that 
has reached more than 200,000 students 
nationwide.

CyberPatriot is now the premier initia-
tive of its type in inspiring students toward 
careers in cybersecurity or other STEM-
related professions critical to our nation’s 
future. Since its inception in 2009, the 
program has seen signifi cant growth year 
after year; 2014 is no exception.

chance for scholarship money and intern-
ship opportunities.

Within four years, participation in the 
competition has grown from eight teams 
in Florida to more than 1,500 teams from 
across all 50 states, Canada, and Defense 
Department-dependent schools overseas. 
The 2013-14 season marked record growth, 
in large part due to the addition of middle 
schools to the competition.

“As middle school educators witnessed 
the growth of the high school program, 
they began asking that the competition 

be expanded to include middle school 
students,” explained CyberPatriot Na-
tional Commissioner Bernie Skoch. “I 
was hesitant at fi rst, but after some per-
suasion from the CyberPatriot staff, we 
decided to move forward with a middle 
school pilot program. The pilot was a huge 
success and looking back, I don’t know 
what I was worried about. These middle 
school students are extremely bright and 
performed very well in the competition.”

Starting in the  2014-15 season, Cyber-
Patriot VII, registration for the competi-
tion will be open to all middle schools. 
Registration for CP-VII opened on April 1 
and will close on Oct. 10. The fi rst round 
of competition will be in mid-November.

AFA CyberCamps
With fi ve pilot programs lined up for 

summer 2014, AFA CyberCamps will 

The National Youth Cyber Defense 
Competition

The national youth cyber defense com-
petition is a tournament-structured event 
in which teams of two to fi ve students 
are scored on how well they identify 
and secure known vulnerabilities on a 
virtual network image. After a series of 
online qualifi cation rounds, the top teams 
advance to the National Finals Competi-
tion, an in-person event held each spring 
in National Harbor, Md. There, students 
compete for top honors in addition to the 

Another Year of 
Great Success

CyberPatriot expands into middle schools 
and launches AFA CyberCamps.

Above left: The Open Division champion is North Hollywood High School’s Team 
Azure from North Hollywood, Calif., coached by Jay Gehringer. Above center: The 
All Service Division champion is Team Fearsome Falcons, the cadets of Clearfi eld 
High School’s Air Force Junior ROTC program in Clearfi eld, Utah, coached by Kit 
Workman. Above right: The Middle School Division winner is the Beach Cities Ca-
det Squadron of San Pedro, Calif., Team Cyber Knights, coached by Mark Williams.

The winners of CyberPatriot VI were announced on March 29, 2014.
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bring the cybersecurity curriculum to a 
new population of students outside of the 
competition setting.

“Schools were coming to us in 
November and December asking to 
take part in the cyber defense competi-
tion. Unfortunately, given the cyclical 
timeline of the competition, the only 
answer we could give them was, ‘Come 
back next fall for the new season,’” 
said Skoch. “With the introduction of 
CyberCamps to the program, schools 
can now teach the same cyber principles 
from the competition year-round.”

The goal of CyberCamps is to allow 
more students the opportunity to learn 
the same curriculum as the CyberPa-
triot competitors. Not all students are 
interested in competing, but through 
a one-day or one-week CyberCamp, a 
school will be able to teach the same 
important cyber skills that all students 
should have.

Elementary School Cyber 
Education Initiative

Equally important as the addition of 
middle schools to the cyber defense compe-
tition is the introduction of the Elementary 
School Cyber Education Initiative.

“Students today are far more active 
online at increasingly early ages,” said 
Skoch. “Yet, they aren’t equipped with 
the tools and knowledge they need to 
be safe on the Internet and on mobile 
devices.”

Through a software-based activity and 
in a fun and engaging way, students will 
learn the importance of cyber ethics and 
appropriate online behavior.

Much like CyberCamps, the elemen-
tary initiative will be open to a limited 
number of schools in Los Angeles and 
San Antonio during its pilot phase 
this summer. Participating elementary 

schools will be given access to a com-
puter training program for elementary 
school students that will serve as an 
introduction to cybersecurity, cyber 
ethics, online safety, and basic system 
hardening. The CyberPatriot Program 
Offi ce will provide instructor manuals 
and student activity booklets.

“There is no doubt in my mind that 
this initiative will be a success,” said 
Skoch. “With support from AFA chapters 
to distribute and promote the program 
with local school districts and school 
administrators, I’m hopeful this program 
will grow quite rapidly.”

How AFA Chapters Can Help
As CyberPatriot moves into its seventh 

season of competition, there are many 
ways local AFA chapters can play a role. 
There are also specifi c actions chapters 
can take to make their efforts most likely 
to succeed.

First, the most successful chapters 
are those that appoint someone as lead 
for CyberPatriot. Often, that is someone 
who has participated in AFA Aerospace 
Education Council programs. What re-
ally matters is having someone who is 
engaging, organized, and accountable.

Second, successful CyberPatriot 
chapters are those that stay connected 
to the program. It is best if a chapter’s 
lead person for CyberPatriot visits 
the program’s website, www.uscyber-
patriot.org, at least once a week and 
reports on what is new during chapter 
meetings. “CyberSentinel,” the pro-
gram’s monthly publication, is a great 
source of information and is available 
on the website.

Third, a successful CyberPatriot 
community involves reaching out. Not 
only is it important to engage local high 

schools and middle schools, it is also 
important to build and sustain relation-
ships with local print and broadcast 
media outlets to publicize the program. 
School fairs, school board meetings, and 
even local community cable television 
programs are great ways to spread the 
word on AFA’s leading STEM effort.

The CyberPatriot Program Offi ce 
Is Here for You !

AFA’s CyberPatriot Program Offi ce 
is available to AFA chapters by email at 
info@uscyberpatriot.org, or by phone 
at (877) 885-5716 to help with outreach 
efforts. Printed brochure giveaways are 
available at no cost to AFA chapters, 
and ideas on how to reach schools and 
prospective teams are always just an 
email or a phone call away. �

Rebecca Dalton is CyberPatriot’s sponsor-
ship and outreach coordinator.

AFA’s CyberPatriot National Youth 
Cyber Education Program saw remark-
able growth and expansion during the 
latest competition season, thanks to 
support from AFA chapters and program 
sponsors.

Help Support CyberPatriot
• Establish a CyberPatriot 

coordinator within your AFA 
chapter.

• Stay connected with 
CyberPatriot news.

• Reach out to local schools and 
community organizations.

www.uscyberpatriot.org
info@uscyberpatriot.org
(877) 885-5716

CyberPatriot
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